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LOCAL NON-PROFIT’s NEW HOME RECEIVES SILVER LEED CERTIFICATION

Rainbow Village’s Duplex One of the First in Missouri to Receive Silver Certification from LEED

USBGC (U.S Green Building Council) recently awarded LEED Silver certification to Rainbow Village’s Graeser Villa project. Rainbow Village is a local non-profit that provides neighborhood homes for people with developmental disabilities. Rainbow Village’s Graeser Villa project participated in the USGBC Pilot Program and was one of the first multi-family housing developments to earn Silver certification under the LEED for Homes Program. The late Edith Wolff was a primary donor for the Graeser Villa project.

“Along with our architects, engineers and consultants, we created a project that is rated of the highest quality in the industry,” said Alan Broddon, Graeser Villa project manager and Rainbow Village board member.

The LEED Silver certification signifies that Rainbow Village’s Graeser Villa’s green building standards are among the utmost in energy conservation, selection of building materials and installation procedures. The U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED Certification is considered to be the highest of all green building standards.

The Graeser Villa project took shape as Rainbow Village re-evaluated the needs of six women living in a two-story home. Wanting the women to be able to age in place together, the organization built this new one-story duplex in 2007. Given the rare opportunity to build a new home from the ground up for their residents, Rainbow Village made the careful decision to spend the extra 25% in building costs, and build its Graeser Villa with the highest of green building standards for the sake of their residents and the community as a whole. Today, these six Rainbow Village residents not only enjoy living together in an accessible home, they also receive the benefits of reduced energy costs and a healthy, eco-friendly environment. 

Rainbow Village strives to rehab its homes in as energy-efficient manner as costs will allow. The non-profit has been proactive in replacing windows with energy-efficient ones, adding additional insulation in attics, and installing new HVAC systems in their homes. 

“Rainbow Village has committed to working sustainability into its housing projects, combining the complementary goals of human health, social equity and environmental responsibility into one coherent driving passion,” said Cal Delano, executive director of the Alliance for Environmental Sustainability.
Rainbow Village is the only non-profit in the St. Louis metropolitan area that focuses solely on providing long-term, affordable, quality, neighborhood homes for people with developmental disabilities. Over 225 men and women live in Rainbow Village’s 47 homes. By maintaining the homes to the highest standards and constantly monitoring them to assess residents’ needs, Rainbow Village is able to improve the quality of life for many area individuals with developmental disabilities. For more information please visit www.rainbowvillagestl.org. 
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