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LOCAL NON-PROFIT CELEBRATES LANDMARK 50TH NEIGHBORHOOD HOME 

Rainbow Village Hosts Grand Opening of 50th Home for People with Developmental Disabilities

Rainbow Village, a local non-profit that provides safe and affordable homes for people with developmental disabilities, recently celebrated the grand opening of its 50th neighborhood home. The event began with a ribbon cutting and speeches by Rep. Bert Atkins, Missouri House of Representatives; Jim Fogle, president of Rainbow Village Board of Directors; Ron Ekstrand, CEO of TouchPoint Autism Services; and Lydia Rasis, director of operations for Rainbow Village. At the conclusion of the program, guests were treated to a tour and refreshments in the home, where they were joined by Count Executive Charlie Dooley.

Rainbow Village has invested nearly $135,000 in the purchase and renovation of the Florissant home to prepare for the special needs of its new occupants. These and future renovations will allow the residents to age in place and remain together. The new residents, Stephen, Robert and Dwayne, moved into their home at the beginning of August.

“It is deeply gratifying to see the vision of our founding members reach this milestone,” said Fogle. “The more homes we invest in, the more adults with developmental disabilities will have a place to call home.”

This home also marks Rainbow Village’s first partnership with TouchPoint Autism Services. This support service organization contacted Rainbow Village when their clients’ house was no longer suitable for their needs and their landlord could not make the necessary accommodations. Stephen, Robert and Dwayne wanted to continue living together in Florissant, an area that is close to their families and where they are familiar with the local amenities. Rainbow Village stepped up to make this dream a reality. 

“Rainbow Village has built such a strong reputation in the community, we knew they were the best organization to help our clients in this situation,” said Ekstrand. “We are proud to be a part of their 50th home and look forward to partnering with them in the future to meet the needs of other individuals we serve.”

As with all Rainbow Village homes, this home will allow the residents to age in place in a residential neighborhood, and be assured of an affordable home that will be monitored and adapted as their needs change.

Rainbow Village is the only non-profit in the St. Louis metropolitan area that focuses solely on providing long-term, affordable, quality, neighborhood homes for people with developmental disabilities. Over 230 men and women live in Rainbow Village’s 50 homes. By maintaining the homes to the highest standards and constantly monitoring them to assess residents’ needs, Rainbow Village is able to improve the quality of life for many area individuals with developmental disabilities. For more information please visit www.rainbowvillagestl.org.

(more)

PHOTO CAPTIONS

Photo 1 – (From left to right) Lydia Rasis, director of operations for Rainbow Village; Rep. Bert Atkins, Missouri House of Representatives; Jim Fogle, president of Rainbow Village Board of Directors; and Ron Ekstrand, CEO of TouchPoint Autism Services, cut the ribbon marking the grand opening of Rainbow Village’s landmark 50th neighborhood home.

Photo 2 – (From left to right) Mike Rea, director of development and community relations for Rainbow Village; Lydia Rasis, director of operations for Rainbow Village; Charlie Dooley, County Executive; and Ron Ekstrand, CEO of TouchPoint Autism Services, pause from the festivities to pose for a photo in front of Rainbow Village’s landmark 50th neighborhood home.
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